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 A way forward for the pig industry crisis, hopefully 
It is a difficult time for the British pig industry currently and unsurprisingly producers are anxious about the 
coming weeks and months.  Westminster has listened to some extent, granting temporary, seasonal 
worker visas to enable up to 800 butchers to fill much needed gaps in the abattoir work force.  As well as 
private storage aid and a levy holiday throughout November plus some other measures to help ease the 
pressure our sector is under.  These are not long-term fixes and more will need to be done to manage the 
issues causing the backlog on farm going forward.   
 
If you are not a member of the National Pig Association please join to support them to support you.  You 
can follow all that is being done and the progress being made via their website http://www.npa-uk.org.uk/ 
 
We are now at, and in some cases sadly past, the point where the backlog of pigs on-farm is unmanageable 
under the contingency plans in place.  The result being the need for on-farm culling and disposal in order to 
prevent welfare issues from over stocking.  This type of culling is not covered by the euthanasia training 
that you have received as part of Red Tractor Assurance, classed as “Emergency killing”, and so needs to be 
observed or carried out by either a vet or someone who holds a slaughter licence e.g. 
knackerman/fellmonger.  If culling becomes more widespread, which we very much hope it does not, then 
those that can supervise culls will be spread very thin.  For this reason, it may be appropriate for one or 
more persons in your business to become licenced so that any cull carried out is done in a timely fashion 
and in line with legislation.   
 
The process to acquire a slaughter licence involves completing the application form and training plus an 
assessment from APHA and finally the issuing of the licence.  As you will imagine, none of these processes 
happen instantly, so if you think culling of any scale will be necessary on your farm, please consider 
applying for a licence sooner rather than later.  We can help you with the application and training sections, 
so please get in touch with the practice to discuss this with one of the team. 
 
Revised Red Tractor Assurance Scheme Standards 
Those of you that are Red Tractor assured should be aware of the introduction of the revised standards as 
of 1st November 2021.  By the time you read this they will be in place and farms will be being audited to 
these revisions. 
The standards were circulated to all members earlier in the summer but if you haven’t had a read of them 
yet now is a good time to have a look.  You can access the standards, the summary of key revisions and 
checklists through the Red Tractor website https://assurance.redtractor.org.uk/getting-ready-for-nov-
2021/ 
https://assurance.redtractor.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/RTStandardsV5_PIGS_SINGLES.pdf 
 
We will be there to help you achieve compliance with the new standards both at your visits and in between 
so please contact the practice with any queries that you have, and we will do our best to help you resolve 
them. 
 
 
 
New medicines training course 
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Linking nicely with the previous section on the revised Red Tractor standards.  We are pleased to confirm 
that we have a Red Tractor approved medicines training course.  This course will enable you to meet the 
new requirement: 

“AM.3.1  

At least one person who is responsible for overseeing use of medicines on the unit has 
undertaken training and holds a certificate of competence/attendance from training 
undertaken since January 2018 “ 

This course is designed to be delivered either in person or virtually to allow flexibility for both you and us. 
As the course has taken time and required significant input to draw together and achieve approval plus will 
take time to deliver there will be a charge to complete the course.  However, if several people attend a 
single session, then the cost per person can be reduced. 
 
Please contact the office to book your course. 
 
eMB submissions for quarter three 2021 
Don’t forget that your eMB submissions for Q3 need to be completed by 11th November 2021.  If you are 
not up to date this does count as a Red Tractor non-conformance. 
 
Approved disinfectants 
It has come to our attention that the DEFRA approval status of some disinfectant products has changed.  
We would recommend using a disinfectant that is approved for “General Orders” as a minimum for 
cleaning and disinfection and in foot dips.  To check if the product that you are using has the appropriate 
approval please follow this link: 
 
http://disinfectants.defra.gov.uk/DisinfectantsExternal/Default.aspx?Module=ApprovalsList_SI 
If you have any questions please contact us. 
 
And finally…… 
It just leaves me to say goodbye, at least for a short while.  This is my last Talkshop before baby number 
two arrives.  I wish you all well for the next few months and a restful Christmas and New Year. 
See you all soon. 
 
Alex 
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