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A biosecurity wake-up call 

On 24th June we all received the news that we had hoped never to hear again…a suspected Foot and Mouth Disease 

case was reported in Norfolk, triggering a 10km Temporary Control Zone around the affected farm.  Thankfully both 

Foot and Mouth and Swine Vesicular Disease were quickly negated and the control zone lifted.  This recent event has 

been a timely reminder that biosecurity protocols should be regularly reviewed and clearly communicated to all staff 

members and visitors.  It is also an opportunity to highlight the key clinical signs of FMD, SVD and also ASF. 

Foot and Mouth Disease 

Pigs rarely develop mouth blisters as a result of foot and mouth disease: lameness is the main sign of the disease. 
Signs of foot and mouth disease in pigs include: 

• sudden lameness, which may spread quickly among the herd 
• loudly squealing from pain 
• tendency to lie down and unwillingness to move 
• reluctance to feed 

Pigs don’t usually develop blisters as a result of foot and mouth disease. But sometimes blisters do appear on the: 
• upper edge of the hoof where the skin and horn meet 
• snout 
• tongue 

The clinical signs are indistinguishable from swine vesicular disease.  
 
Swine Vesicular Disease 
 
The clinical signs of swine vesicular disease can be confused with foot and mouth disease, so it’s essential you report 
any suspicion of swine vesicular disease in your pigs. 
The main sign of the disease is blisters (vesicles). These appear: 

• at the top of the hooves 
• between the toes 
• occasionally on the snout, tongue and lips 

Other clinical signs include: 
• lameness due to foot blisters 
• loss of appetite 
• fever 

Some infected pigs may not show any signs of the disease. 
 
African Swine Fever 
 
The signs of ASF are very similar to classical swine fever. 
The main clinical signs are: 

• fever 
• loss of appetite 
• lack of energy 
• sudden death with few signs beforehand 

Other signs can include: 
• vomiting 
• diarrhoea 
• red or dark skin, particularly on the ears and snout 
• discharges from the eyes and nose 
• laboured breathing and coughing 
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• abortion in pregnant sows 
• weakness 
• unsteady gait 

There are several different strains of ASF. 
Pigs infected with mild strains may not become ill or show typical clinical signs. 
Severe strains of the disease are generally fatal. 
 
The ASF threat level to UK was raised to HIGH in early July 2022 as a result of several disease incidents and big 
geographical “jumps” in mainland Europe that were attributed to human-mediated spread.  Some of these have 
occurred on commercial pig units rather than in wild boar or backyard production. 
 
If you have concerns about any pigs displaying any of the clinical signs listed you can contact APHA directly on 
03000 200 301 
  

Diseases can be introduced to a herd via numerous methods.  A rigorous biosecurity policy should be in place and 

adhered to at all times.  The main areas this should cover are: 

• purchased pigs and semen 

• staff and visitor requirements (especially food brought onto units!) 

• management and hygiene of buildings, vehicles and equipment 

• feed and water 

• slurry management 

If you would like a biosecurity review as part of your next visit please contact either the office or your regular vet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

eMB returns for Q2 are due 

for submission by  

11th August 

SAVE THE DATE 

GVG PIG FAIR RETURNS 

AFTER A 3 YEAR BREAK! 

17TH OCTOBER  

 EXETER RACECOURSE 

18TH OCTOBER  

WINCANTON 

RACECOURSE 

MORE INFORMATION 

AND BOOKING DETAILS 

TO FOLLOW 

 

And finally a shameless plug for my 

current fundraising challenge. 

Myself and my family are deeply indebted 

to Bristol Children’s Hospital after the 

amazing care they gave Arthur after he 

was born. 

I am running the Bristol Half Marathon on 

25th September to raise money for The 

Grand Appeal to give something back by 

way of a thank you. 

If you would like to donate I have a 

JustGiving page that you can access using 

this below: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

Alexandra-Moss5  
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