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Talkshop   

Old Friends – We would like to welcome back Alex to the team after her time on maternity leave.  

Pig Fair – The George Veterinary Group Pig Fair will return on October 17th and 18th. We have waited several years 

for put this event back on for you and are really looking forward to getting everyone together again and the Soup 

and Pasties!  

Environmental Monitoring 

Over the past couple of years we have been starting to investigate in more detail the environment the pigs are living 

in. You may have seen some of our handheld kit that has allowed us to monitor the pigs environment, particularly 

indoors and on both straw and slats. It has allowed us to target particular rooms/buildings where abnormal 

behaviors arise and where disease incidence is higher.  

We have been able to get values of a snapshot in time for Ammonia, Carbon Dioxide, Hydrogen Sulphide, Humidity, 

Temperature and Air Speed. From this we have been able to implement practical ideas off the back of these results 

and it has been really useful to put a number to the ‘it stings your eyes’ phrase.  

Ammonia is proven to negatively effect respiratory health and high levels of carbon dioxide are associated with 

drowsiness and are a great indication of how well the building is ventilating. The link between temperature and 

growth is well known but how good it is at keeping them at the correct temperature is hard to physically see, 

especially overnight. 

We are now able to investigate in a more accurate way and would like to introduce to you our new bit of kit. This is 

able to measure over much longer periods of time and will give us a much more accurate data set allowing us to see 

trends over a specified time. It has the capability to measure conditions inside the building and outside the building 

and sends the data in real time to a database in the cloud.  

What are we measuring? - Indoors and Outdoor 

Temperature, Noxious gasses –Ammonia and 

Carbon Dioxide, Indoor/outdoor Relative Humidity, 

Air Speed, Dust levels, Light   

Where do we put it? - In a pig building as close to 

pig level as possible  

How long do we get it for? - Approximately a week 

but this can be longer or shorter and may depend 

if it needs to move round the site  

Data analysis? As part of this we will graph the 

various datasets and look for trends, this will come 

back in a report 

 

Please contact us for further information.  

Tom Hill BVSc MRCVS 
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