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Spring has attempted to break through after a relatively mild winter for us. Needless to say, 

the environmental challenges of the last few weeks have triggered some episodes of S.suis 

meningitis and also Glassers Disease in susceptible pigs. On top of that, the continued 

slower marketing of larger pigs and the slower pig flow has ensured that endemic diseases 

such as Erysipelas continue to challenge some herds. Keeping the pig environment as stable 

as possible is a challenge, but don’t be lulled into thinking we are into settled warmer 

weather – there was snow in Somerset last week… 

There has been a certain amount of publicity around the Animal Health and Welfare 

Pathway in recent weeks. This has started to take shape and there is more detail emerging 

as to what we can expect. The Pathway programme starts shortly and funding (£684 paid to 

the recipient of the farm’s SFP) includes a ‘vet visit’ for an annual Health and Welfare 

review. The focus for the pig sector is PRRS – not relevant to a lot of our producers and so 

testing to establish PRRS status may be a requirement too.  

The scheme is therefore not applicable to all currently – those not receiving Single Farm 

Payments are not eligible. Those who are – watch this space. Once the guidance is clarified 

as to our role as vets in this scheme, we will be updating you with our suggestions – be it 

testing for PRRS, data collection etc. Our aim is to ensure participation in the Pathway, but 

keeping it relevant to our producers.  

Red Tractor Training Requirements 

Many of you have already completed a Responsible Use of Medicines course. Please be 

aware that we are seeing non-conformances issued on farm where this has not yet been 

completed (it is the no. 1 non-conformance raised by Red Tractor assessors…). Please 

check, if you have done training in the past, that it is recognised by Red Tractor. If you have 

not yet undertake this training, we are still running online courses and you can book your 

place via the office. 

The Pig Handling Training has now been live for a month. Please log in and complete this 

training – currently AHDB are covering the costs and, although you will not receive a non-

conformance until September if it has not been completed, it is worth doing sooner rather 

than later.  

Annie Davis BVMS MRCVS 

mailto:pigteam@georgevetgroup.co.uk

